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reformer. He always was and still is a capable land-
lord, displaying in agricultural pursuits the same
qualities which have marked his creative work in
politics. As Ms early management of Kniephof showed,
in spite of youthful excesses, Bismarck always under-
stood how to make a neglected estate prosper, and his
administration of Varzin is a fresh proof. Whoever can
do that will in favourable circumstances, that is to say,
given the necessary political education, knowledge, and
position, generally be found equally capable of restoring
the prosperity and dignity of nations.

In what follows, many analogies may possibly be
traced between his work as a landowner and his last
two campaigns in. the Eeichstag, as well as earlier in-
dications of his bent without expressly directing atten-
tion to them in each instance. Before his time, for
example, the beautiful woods were cut down and trans-
formed into bad arable land, which, in spite of all the
theory upon which, these proceedings were based., yielded
no returns or only very poor ones.

The present owner of Varzin, who has been careful
to remedy this mistake, has also in other places planted
fir trees in light sandy soil, which previously grew
nothing but bushes and heather. If Nature be not
disposed to assist his work, he compels her to do so,
a thing which, by the way, as Imperial Chancellor, he
has repeatedly done in other fields, viz., in those of
political and economic reform. He forces Nature's will
to bend before his own by skilful strategy and stubborn
perseverance. In several places I saw fir plantations in
which the young trees were of different heights, nearly
three-fourths of the plants having failed in the first
year, owing to the sand and wind, while scarcely half
of those planted in the second year ever throve. Per-